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Introduction 
 

In 2000, a 430-acre parcel of land bordering the South Fork of the Eel River, once part of the 

10,000-acre Tooby/Wood ranch, was offered for purchase for the expressed use as a park for 

the benefit of Southern Humboldt residents and visitors. The community quickly came out in 

support of the proposal to create a multi-purpose community park on this acreage. 
 

After the purchase of the property through the umbrella non-profit, Southern Humboldt 

Working Together, a new 501 (c)(3) non-profit, The Southern Humboldt Community Park 

(SHCP), was established with the following purpose and mission: 
 

The Southern Humboldt Community Park (SHCP) is a non-profit organization that was 

established to acquire, operate and protect the scenic, historic, open-space qualities 

and natural resources of these lands.  We strive to create opportunities for culture, 

education, recreation and agriculture, and to ensure the enjoyment of this rich, diverse 

land for generations to come. 
 

The Southern Humboldt Community Park is located within the California Coastal Range, a 

mountainous region with little flat land.  The SHCP is an especially unique piece of land in this 

geographic area because it has 200 acres of flat land, more “useable” property than the towns 

of Garberville, Redway and Benbow combined.  In this mountainous region, level ground is at a 

premium. The majority of existing developable properties are already occupied, making it 

difficult to find locations for projects that focus on outdoor recreation, youth sports activities, 

and community agricultural projects. 

 

These 430 acres, located less than one mile from the town of Garberville, have great potential. 

The area is remarkably scenic and has one mile of river passing through the piece.  The Park 

contains aquatic, riverine habitats bordered by riparian vegetation, as well as native redwoods, 

mixed forestland on the hillsides and regionally-unique grasslands, in addition to prime 

farmland. It has many distinct sites that can serve multiple purposes with minimal imposition 

on nearby areas. 
 

At the present time, the majority of the Community Park is zoned Agriculture Exclusive (AE) and 

most of the activities that could be enjoyed at the park are outside of the AE zoning regulation.  

Activities such as  hiking, bicycling, birthday parties, weddings, memorials, bike races and 

clinics, painting workshops, nature walks, picnicking, baby showers, exercise classes, Hospice 

Barnyard Brew, and other non-profit benefits are not permitted at the Park as they do not 

relate to agriculture.  Even Tooby Memorial Park, which was operated as a playground and park 

by Humboldt County for decades, is currently zoned AE. 

 

Our purpose is to obtain a General Plan Amendment with a more appropriate zoning and land 

use designations that will enable the Southern Humboldt Community Park to meet the needs of 

the community and offer to the Humboldt County residents the park they envision. 
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Purpose, Need and Public Benefit 
 

This rezoning process can release the Park’s full potential and catalyze overwhelming public 

benefit as we fulfill our promise to become a fully operational Community Park. The purpose of 

the park is to provide opportunities for cultural, educational, recreational and agricultural 

activities, and at the same time ensure the enjoyment of this rich, diverse land for generations 

to come.  The ultimate goal of this project is to create a community-driven, well-supervised 

location in a safe environment that offers a variety of enjoyable and meaningful activities for all 

members of the park community. The park will serve the communities of Garberville, Redway 

and surrounding areas (approximately 15,000 residents), the wider North Coast, which includes 

the residents  of Humboldt and Mendocino Counties (a total population of 261,000),  California 

residents, interstate, and international visitors to the area. 

 

Communities like the Garberville/Redway area, where most of the undeveloped land is in 

private ownership, need a well-planned park system.  Open spaces for public use contribute to 

the appeal and vitality of a community.  This beautiful proposed 430-acre park, roughly one 

third the size of San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park,  provides almost 200 acres of flat land 

located less than one-mile from a population center.  It is a unique opportunity for a rural 

community of our size.  

 

Mountainous Southern Humboldt has a special need to have flat land available for agriculture, 

wildlife and civic use: farming and pasturing; grasslands habitat protection; playing fields; flat 

walking and biking paths,  recreational hiking for persons with physical disabilities, seniors and 

the very young; small gathering spaces for weddings and memorials;  larger event space; civic 

building sites, such as an educational center, school  or hospital; a cemetery; responsibly 

planned river access; an affordable housing cluster.  All are needs of the Southern Humboldt 

area.  A well-planned park with designated use spaces would create a centerpiece for 

revitalizing our rural community.  SHCP provides opportunities above and beyond the usual 

scope of a neighborhood park, and could be in the forefront of the way communities interact 

with parks.  In addition, SHCP, a non-profit owned entity, has the ability to be more responsive 

to the needs of the community than larger state and county owned facilities. 

 

Addressing needs and providing public benefits go hand in hand. The Park has the capacity to 

provide substantial recreational, social, economic, and health benefits to the Southern 

Humboldt County community and the one million visitors who travel through the Redwood 

Region each year. The community park project offers a wide-range of interconnected 

community benefit opportunities. It will increase the community’s access to nature, farm 

animals, the community gardens, native vegetation, rivers and streams, and the historical barns 

and outbuildings on a ranch with a 135-year history. It will facilitate a wide range of healthy, no-

cost, outdoor  activities for school groups, families, youth,  elders and children, including 

observing farming and livestock operations, hiking, jogging, swimming, biking, kayaking, 

picnicking, special events, cultural events, sports fields, educational tours and demonstrations, 
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and interpretive trails, all close to population centers.  Participating in recreational activities has 

long-standing well-proven benefits to our health. The beauty of the Park reconnects us with 

nature, refreshes our spirit, and promotes a sense of well being. 

 

Our plan provides for areas set aside for thoughtfully conceived community development, and 

room for increased civic, recreational and educational activities.  In this unincorporated, 

outlying area, there are few services and opportunities for families. Property available for civic 

purposes and for senior or workforce housing is almost nonexistent. There is an ongoing 

housing shortage in the Southern Humboldt community. Our project includes a provision for 

the creation of additional housing units to help address the current housing shortage, while 

endowing the Park in perpetuity.  

 

Environmental Benefits 

The Southern Humboldt Community Park has already become an area focal point where 

residents can come to learn “best practices” in organic gardening, water conservation 

techniques, watershed and forest restoration, fire safety, and special habitat protection for 

threatened species such as the grasshopper sparrow and woodland nymph moth. The Park 

Board and volunteers plan to expand environmental practices, keep current through 

continuous education, and provide community workshops where information is disseminated 

and model projects are explored. 

 

Relationship to Agriculture 

The areas proposed for public assembly and parking are primarily used to farm hay and as 

managed forestland. Hay production happens in mid-spring and grazing is rotational. Farming 

and forest management are not impacted by our secondary and occasional fundraising and 

community events. Events also raise the much needed funds to support the agricultural 

projects and infra-structure development at the Community Park, not to mention the cost of 

securing  the prime agricultural farmland itself. 

 

SHCP provides services to multiple farmers, grazers and ranchers,  a model that allows the land 

to be more productive than under a single ownership. Multiple agricultural activities are being 

cooperatively managed by SHCP. This model will significantly increase the agricultural 

productivity of the Park beyond the usual expectations for the typical single ownership 

ranch/farm management model. In efforts to support the various agricultural uses, the park has 

invested substantial funds to develop infrastructure to help offset the costs of farming and 

ranching activities to the individual farmers and ranchers. Currently their are 51 acres certified 

for organic production. 

 

Through SHCP’s development of basic infrastructure – including our high-capacity water 

delivery system, 50,000-gallon water storage system, well-development in two locations and 
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basic farming and mowing machinery – and the purchase of the land, the park maximizes 

agricultural production and promotes cost-sharing for farming and related agricultural 

expenses, thereby lessening the expense load to the individual farmer.  

 

The Community Park plan offers an opportunity to support active agriculture by multiple 

farmers on one piece of farmland, making agricultural production cost-effective for the small 

farmer.  

The Economics of Agriculture 

The Community Park is Southern Humboldt’s best shot at creating a sustainable local food 

production system for our community. With the high costs of land and food production, farms 

and ranches all over the United States are being sold off for housing tracts at an alarming rate. 

It is unlikely that a single owner/rancher/farmer can make farming viable with current land 

prices as they are, nor is it likely that the park can operate with income from farming 

operations alone. Currently at the Park, the farmers are saddled with only a fraction of the 

costs typically associated with the ownership of a farm or ranch.  

 

Keeping the land as one unified piece under Park ownership, maximizes the potential for 

agricultural use and preserves the open-space features as well as providing a wide range of 

recreational uses. The park concept has insured that the majority of the land will continue to be 

available for agricultural purposes in perpetuity; this is not something that would be true for a 

series of small ranchettes.   

 

Our current concept for public uses of park land includes a strong commitment to both 

increasing agricultural productivity and protecting the resource. The areas used for public 

assembly is primarily used to farm hay and as managed forestland. Hay production happens in 

mid-spring and grazing is rotational. Farming and forest management need not be impacted by 

public recreation if carefully managed. Furthermore, our other activities specifically benefit 

agriculture with the inclusion of Farmers Markets, produce stands and cottage industry support 

to allow sale of value-added farm products. Public events can also raise the much needed funds 

to support the agricultural projects and infra-structure development at the Community Park, 

not to mention the cost of securing of the agricultural farmland itself. 

 

Economic Community Benefits  

The Community Park will increase the economic development and boost the economic vitality 

of Southern Humboldt County.  SHCP creates a community site that enables the following 

economic endeavors: farming, grazing, hay crops, community gardens and allocation plots, 

outdoor events that raise funds for local non-profit organizations, health and human service 

agencies as well as arts and environmental organizations. Cottage industry, such as a boat 

rental concession, or riding stable, and community driven projects such as a sports or 

multifamily housing complex could provide seasonal, full time, and youth employment.  
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Wise and careful management of  the Park can protect the land’s natural resources, fulfill 

community needs and at the same time provide a steady income stream to support park 

operations. Furthermore, the Park, with its model organic farm, walking and biking paths, 

interpretation and education programs, playground, river access points and great natural 

beauty, will bring additional conference and tourism dollars to the area. The economic benefits 

from tourism will increase as the Park's potential is realized.  The Community Park’s proximity 

to Highway 101 positions it to become a “magnet” attraction for the North Coast Region.   

 

Of the approximately one million travelers who pass through the area each year, the 

Community Park will attract many to stop for relaxation and outdoor recreation and to obtain 

information about the natural attractions of the area. In turn, that will generate a greater 

hotel/motel occupancy rate for the immediate area, and of course, hotel use tax for the county. 

Restaurants, shops and other attractions will also benefit. 

 

We are all aware of the high costs of operating and maintaining a park. The key to the 

economic stability of the Park lies in our ability to operate as a working park -- drawing income 

from a variety of sources over time. Income from any one source (such as agriculture) will not 

be able to support a project of this scale in perpetuity. This is the reason that agricultural land is 

currently under so much pressure and that family farms are rapidly disappearing.   

 

Multiple Use - Land Use Strategy 

We believe that a multi-purpose land use strategy will be necessary for creating the viable 

neighborhoods and family farms of the future.  Multiple uses of properties can be a valuable 

tool for maintaining land resources. When land is devoted to one single use, often the single 

use cannot support the increasing financial burden of the costs of maintaining the land. The 

rising value of real estate makes it difficult to maintain family farms. However, when multiple 

compatible uses are combined, each use can contribute a portion to the maintenance of the 

overall properties and help keep larger parcels intact. There are many uses of the land that are 

compatible and do not compete for resources when managed appropriately. The Community 

Park’s philosophy incorporates adaptive land uses, community planning and management 

systems that balance economic, social, and ecological attributes. In many ways, this park is 

symbolic of a community that has taken bold steps to provide its own solutions to a dearth of 

public resources and to point the compass in the direction of a new vision for its future. 

 

Why Are Parks Important to Our Communities? 

Parks contribute to the quality of life and the health and vitality of our communities. Parks 

provide needed recreation opportunities for residents and attract visitors from other regions.  A 

well-planned park system, greenways and other open space areas are important contributors to 

lively and wonderful towns.  
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Our parks integrate outdoor recreation, and create resilient, and vibrant communities. Outdoor 

recreation makes a major contribution to local, regional, national($730 billion per year) and 

global economies.. And of course, land based recreation makes a significant contribution to the 

nation's $500-billion tourism industry. The economic value of parks has long been established 

and demonstrated by increased demand and pricing of parkside properties.  

 

Parks and park programs are a very cost-effective way of providing a base for youth activities 

and for after-school alternatives. The Southern Humboldt Family Resources Center - Community 

Needs Survey 2009 shows an expressed need for recreation for youth and families. Community 

members need healthy affordable activities and creative outlets for their energy, as well as 

activities that link them to each other and the greater community. Isolation and high-risk 

behaviors can result when these alternatives or options do not exist. The Southern Humboldt 

Community Park seeks to fill the void by providing access to activities and programs to enrich 

and improve community health, well-being and vitality.  

 

Although there are currently 16 County Parks, the closest County Park to the Garberville-

Redway area is a 1 ½ hour drive to A. Way Park near Petrolia. Southern Humboldt Community 

Park is supported with local funding and at no expense to local, state, or federal governments. 

When Humboldt County funding became tight, SHCP proudly took on the care and maintenance 

of Tooby Memorial Park.  

 

Community and Neighborhood Parks Are Created 

While it is clear that Parks contribute to the health of our communities, currently there is no 

simple mechanism for establishing areas for the parks of the future. There is no land that is 

currently being set aside for parks, nor is there any land currently zoned as a park that is being 

used for other purposes with the intent of future conversion to a park. Yet there is consensus 

that the communities of the future will  need additional parks for their citizens. This situation is 

not unique. All NEW parks need to be created and zoned into being. 
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Project Description  
 

The Southern Humboldt Community Park seeks to change the zoning and land-use designation 

of park property consisting of one (1) parcel totaling 405.7 acres on Sprowel Creek Road in 

Garberville. The applicant also owns a another parcel at 36.3 acres of adjoining property that is 

currently zoned Heavy Industrial (MH-Q), and a residential lot.  Both of these  are outside the 

rezoning project. The project will accommodate the community’s stated purposes for the 

Community Park property and provide for a future mixture of public, private and non-profit 

uses.  
 

This project seeks a General Plan Amendment to:  

1) Add to the Framework Plan and the Garberville Community Plan a Public Recreation (PR) 

Plan designation, which would allow Natural Resource uses, Resource Production uses, 

Recreation uses, and Education and Research uses.  
 

2) Create zones within the property to allow for a variety of uses. The majority of the 

property will remain as Agricultural Exclusive (AE). However, we request a change of the 

zoning on parts of the property to a combination of Public Recreation (PR), Public 

Facilities (PF), and Residential Multi-family (RM).  This would  allow the proposed uses 

on the site. The attached maps show the approximate zone boundaries on the property, 

the proposed areas for Public Facilities, trails, multi/family housing and special events, 

general agricultural uses, and other proposed facilities and improvements. (Map Figure 

8: Proposed Zoning)   
 

3) Put a Public Recreation (PR) land use designation on the entire parcel to allow various 

public uses.  
 

4) Obtain a Conditional Use Permit for public assembly and larger scale public events 
 

The current land use designation on this property  as outlined in the 

Garberville/Redway/Benbow/Alderpoint Community Plan is a combination of Agricultural Lands 

with a 20 acre minimum (AL-20) on approximately 150 acres, and Agricultural Rural with a 5-20 

acre minimum parcel size (AR 5-20) on the remaining 256 acres.  
 

 

Existing Uses:  
 

Presently, the Community Park is limited to the specific activities allowed in Agricultural 

Exclusive (AE) zoning and the historic uses of the park. This includes farming, ranching, animal 

husbandry, and other similar agricultural and ranch activities. There are no allowances for 

public assess, recreation, nor public assembly.   
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Historically, the County of Humboldt operated Tooby Memorial Park and the playground and 

facilities at the site. This long-established park (now a part of the Southern Humboldt 

Community Park) is currently zoned Agriculture Exclusive (AE).  

 

From the years 2000-2008, the Community Park was being used for a wider range of activities, 

including a variety of meetings, workshops, trainings, non-profit fundraising events, and small 

concerts, but these activities are outside the allowed uses under current zoning regulations. 

The Community Park Board of Directors currently has a compliance agreement with the 

Humboldt County Community Services Division which allows for some low-impact activities, 

such as hiking, biking, nature study, weddings and memorials to take place in the Park while this 

rezoning Amendment to the General Plan is in process.   

 

This project seeks to align the allowed uses with the intended uses of the property through a 

General Plan Amendment and Zone Reclassification. 

 

Proposed Uses: 
 

Applying different zonings and land-use designations to specific sites within the park 

boundaries is the preferred option. This would assign specific activities to specific zones and 

could help to protect the integrity of the landscape as a whole.   
 

Comparison of Existing and Proposed Uses 

The following is a comparison of the uses allowed with the existing zoning and designations to 

the  proposed zoning and  designations: 

Existing allowed uses: 
 

Agricultural Lands:  

(Resource production allowing intensive management opportunities, recreational uses, 

single family residences and cottage industries.) 

 

Agricultural Rural:  

(Agriculture and timer harvesting under intensive management, single family 

residences, cottage industries, educational and religious activities and recreational 

uses.) 

Proposed allowed uses: 
 

Public Recreation:   

Natural Resource Uses:  (fish & wildlife habitat management, watershed management, 

wetland restoration, and similar compatible uses.) 
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Recreational Uses:  

(public access facilities, resource-related recreation, walking, hiking, bicycling, horse 

back riding, swimming, boating, fishing, nature study by individuals, families or small 

groups, picnics, weddings, celebrations, memorials by families or small groups, and 

impromptu recreation by families or small groups, educational and religious activities, 

workshops, seminars, classes, retreats, events, field trips, camps. caretaker residences, 

temporary recreational vehicle parks, tent camps, and similar compatible uses.)  
 

Agricultural Uses:  

Resource Production Uses: (general agriculture, agricultural products processing 

facilities, stables and kennels, roadside stands, timber production, nurseries, 

greenhouses, storage facilities, farm outbuildings, animal boarding, animal farms and 

sales yards, cottage industries, resource production allowing intensive management 

opportunities, surface mining, single-family residences and similar compatible uses.) 
 

Public Facilities: 

Public and quasi-public uses: (public assembly, commercial or nonprofit temporary 

events including those with amplified music, boating facilities, interpretive centers, 

visitor and community center, trails, recreational courses and tracks, sports fields and 

related amenities including bleachers, concession stands and clubhouses; appurtenant 

administrative offices; educational programs and amenities; temporary specialty camps, 

various civic uses, including community emergency/disaster center, essential services, 

water storage facilities, alternative energy production and distribution facilities and 

similar compatible uses.) 
 

Residential Multi-Family: 

Clustered multi-family housing 
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Project Areas and Proposed Uses 
This is a summary of current and proposed land use and zoning by area.  The studies of the land 

and the unique features and resources within each area have been given careful consideration 

in this process. Numerous community input sessions have been conducted over the past nine 

years. The proposed specific areas of the park are based on expressed community interests. 

The acreage calculations listed are estimates to assist in a general understanding of the 

quantity of land being considered for each zone.  

I.) Agricultural and Conservation Zone  
Approximate acreage - 305 acres  

Current land use a combination of Agriculture Residential (AR)5-20 and Agricultural Land 

(AL) 20 
 

The proposed zoning for this area is Agricultural Exclusive with a Public Recreation land use 

designation. This area includes the lower and upper west fields, the bay grove, the upland 

forest, the riparian area, river bar, surrounding river cliffs, and the redwood grove. (Map 1- all 

green zones) 
 

This area will be reserved for agriculture, forest resource production, conservation and passive 

recreational uses. The west fields contain the Grasshopper sparrow and Western meadowlark 

nesting sites. There is a second entrance to the park from Kimtu road with a parking area, a 

kiosk and picnic area. Old ranch roads run throughout this area. 

 

This area is also used as a training ground by California Department of Forestry for firefighters 

and control burns.  
 

Southern Humboldt Community Park plans include the continued restoration of the natural 

resources in this area, the development of recreational features and improving recreational 

access, including access to the river and riparian areas.  

The riparian area alongside Kimtu Road has abundant recreational potential as it has easy foot 

and vehicle access  to the river. The proposed South Fork Eel River Parkway will be located 

along the banks of the river and the Kimtu Road.  Visitor improvements are proposed at this 

location, including a riparian trail that will link to Tooby Memorial Park, a new picnic area, bird 

viewing platforms, interpretive signage, river overlooks, a developed river access site with a 

non-motorized boat access.   
 

• Current Uses:  Resource production uses: general agriculture, nurseries, greenhouses, 

storage facilities, roadside stands, farm outbuildings, value added agricultural products 

processing, cottage industry, animal boarding, stables, animal farms and sales yards, 

forest resource management, stables, small summer camp for farm workers, agricultural 

processing, educational activities:  general passive recreation: trails, bird watching, and 

bike riding; surface mining and storage 
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• Proposed Uses:  

� Agricultural Production: continue current uses. This area will remain 

available for intensive agricultural management, agricultural processing and 

cottage industry.  

 

� Public Recreation:  

• Natural Resource Uses (fish and wildlife habitat management, 

watershed management, wetland restoration, resource management, 

general restoration and similar compatible uses.)  

• Passive Recreational Uses (public access facilities, gazebos, picnics; 

resource-related recreation and passive recreation by families, or 

small groups, walking, bicycling, horseback riding swimming boating, 

fishing, nature study, workshops and trainings by individuals, families 

or small groups; picnics and impromptu recreation by families or 

small groups and similar compatible uses.) 

    

Comment: There are many land uses proposed by the community for the upper main field area, 

some that are in conflict with each other. This is currently the site of two bird Species of 

Concern. Protecting the ability to use the site for agricultural crop production in the near or 

distant future is also a major consideration. We are working towards solutions for compatible 

management that will protect the rare birds, the grasslands they inhabit, the open space and 

natural features of the land while at the same time provide a level of more intensive 

agricultural production and recreational use.   
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II.) Public Facilities   
Approximate acreage: 96 acres 

Current lLand Use designation:  Agriculture Residential (AR) 5-20 
 

The crescent shaped zone that curves through the center of the property is the proposed new 

Public Facilities (PF) zoning with a land use designation of Public Recreation (PR).  
 

There is a need to provide a mechanism to allow for the continuation of agriculture in this area 

as neither PF nor PR designations allow agriculture as a principally permitted use.  
 

This area includes the field to the east of the ranch house, the residence area of the existing 

ranch, the flat land forested area at the base of the hillside, the edge of the upper main field 

along the tree line and Tooby Memorial Park.  (Map 2 - yellow zone) 
 

The area was selected to be the most publicly used area due to its accessibility to main 

roadways, access to basic infra-structure, park entrances, and existing ranch roads, emergency 

access, historic development, proximity to historic park use area, and comprises the areas most 

suitable for people and least suitable for agricultural production other than forest resource 

management.  

 

This public benefit project is built on a model that readily incorporates agriculture into the 

overall project, bringing residents into contact with the land, the farm and the farmers in a 

living working system. Hay production happens in mid-spring and grazing is rotational and can 

be compatible with many proposed public uses for much of this area. Public use at higher levels 

will be seasonal and can be managed compatibly with many agricultural uses. Farming and 

forest management are not necessarily impacted by our community events. Events also raise 

the much needed funds to support the agricultural projects and infra-structure development at 

the Community Park, not to mention the cost of securing  the real estate. 
 

These proposed new uses do not preclude the continuation of previous intensive agricultural 

uses of this area. The hope is to be able to enhance the level of agricultural production and at 

the same time promote a higher level of public use.  
 

• Current uses: Agriculture, grazing, hay production, restoration, forest resource 

management, single family dwellings, ten historic ranch structures, stables, kennels, 

agricultural processing, storage, farmers market, roadside produce stands, farm workers 

housing and camps; 
 

• Recreational Historical Uses  – Tooby Memorial Park: Public recreation, public 

assembly, playground, , visitor amenities, commercial or nonprofit temporary events 

including those with amplified music, visitor amenities, trails, swimming, picnicking and 

non-motorized boat access  

 



Southern Humboldt Community Park 

General Plan Amendment – July 2010 

14 

 

• Proposed Uses:  

� Public and quasi public uses; (public assembly, commercial or nonprofit 

temporary events including those with amplified music, performing arts 

events and facilities, public and commercial recreation; interpretive 

centers; visitor, community and conference center;  visitor amenities; 

trails, boating facilities, recreational courses and tracks, recreational 

center, sports fields and related amenities including bleachers, 

concession stands and clubhouses; playgrounds, skate park; appurtenant 

administrative offices; educational programs and amenities; weddings, 

memorial services, specialty camping; parking for events and similar 

compatible uses.) 
 

� Agricultural uses: (general and intensive agriculture, grazing, hay 

production, agricultural processing, and storage roadside produce stands, 

cottage industry, agricultural processing and facility, stables, kennels, 

farm outbuildings, value added agricultural products processing, cottage 

industry, animal boarding, stables, animal farms and sales yards, forest 

resource management and similar compatible uses.)  
 

� Civic uses: (community emergency/disaster center; essential services; 

water storage facilities; alternative energy production and distribution 

facilities and similar compatible uses.)   
  
� Public Recreation Uses:  

• Natural Resource Uses: fish and wildlife habitat management, 

watershed management, wetland restoration, forest resource 

management, general restoration and similar compatible uses.  

• Passive Recreational Uses: (public access facilities, gazebos, 

picnics; resource-related recreation and passive recreation by 

families, or small groups, walking, bicycling, horseback riding 

swimming boating, fishing, nature study, workshops and trainings 

by individuals, families or small groups; picnics and impromptu 

recreation by families or small groups and similar compatible 

uses.) 
  

Comment: Of the 96 acres proposed in the Public Facility (PF) zone, approximately 66 acres will 

continue to be used much as they have in past history. They include the historic ranch area (5 

acres) the forested flat with a mixed oak, bay and conifer forest (54 acres) and Tooby Memorial 

Park (7 acres).  
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III.) Multi-family Housing 
Acreage 3-5 

Current land use designation is Agriculture Residential 5-20.  
 

This area will be reserved for clustered Multi-family housing to provide for the establishment of 

a park endowment. The need for housing in the Garberville community has been well 

established (see GRBA plan). This zone will provide a place for carefully designed housing for 

current and future community needs. It is the area that is closest to existing roadways, has 

access to basic infra-structure, park entrances, and existing ranch roads, and  has emergency 

access.  It is the area most suitable for people and least suitable for agricultural production. This 

area was also selected because this spot would protect the viewshed. The housing units will 

have access to garden plots, animal stables, trails and all park facilities. This GPA does not 

include development plans for this spot. The number of units has not been proposed. This 

project is consistent with the GBRA community plan for the Tooby Flat area.   (Map: Figure 8—

Proposed Zoning) 

IV.) Industrial Zone 
Acreage: 33 acres 

This area is on a separate parcel and is owned by Southern Humboldt Community Park and 

leased and operated by Randall Sand and Gravel.  
 

• Current uses: Surface mining, gravel and shale extraction, storage, and processing. 

• Proposed Uses: Current uses continue with addition of public parking for events 
 

No zoning change is proposed for this parcel.  An additional land use is requested for public 

parking for special events. 
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Project Location 
 

The project is located within the planning jurisdiction of Humboldt County in the Southern Humboldt 
community, approximately one-mile outside of the town of Garberville. The central portions of the parcel are 
accessed by Sprowel Creek Road and the southern end of the park is accessed by Kimtu Road. A portion 
of the eastern boundary borders Highway 101. There is one-mile of the South Fork Eel River running 
through the property.   
 
US Geologic Survey 7.5" DRG, Garberville Quadangle 

Center of project: Latitude N40 °08 69 37, Longitude: W123° 80 07 26.    
 

Project History 
 

The Southern Humboldt Community Park was purchased in 2000. Shortly after the purchase of the 
property the applicant met with Community Development staff regarding a change in  the land-use 
designations and zoning in order to bring them in line with the community's stated purposes for the Park 
property. Three initial Community Input and Planning Sessions were funded by Humboldt Area Foundation. 
Attendance at this set of meetings ranged from 30-60 people. A second series of four targeted Community 
Planning Sessions began in 2008. The attendance for this set of public input meetings ranged from 40-200 
attendees .   
 
Preliminary work has been completed including property surveys, a lot line adjustment and more than a 
dozen studies to gather information about the existing conditions on the property. There is no Williamson 
Act contract on this property.  
 
The project has wide community support and the number of park attendees has continuously risen.. Park 
supporters have contributed almost three-quarters of a million dollars over the years. There are many 
advocate groups that use the park for a wide variety for community-driven activities. There has also been 
an on-going community discussion regarding the types of activities that should be allowed at the park.   
 
After several years of planning, studies and meetings, in 2006, the Community Services Division decided to 
fold the Community Park project rezoning into the General Plan Update Process. In 2008, project 
controversy, coupled with a slowing of the General Plan Update Process, caused the project to be changed 
from the GPU process to a General Plan Amendment as a single project.  
 
The Project site, zoned Agriculture Exclusive, which has included the Humboldt County Park-Tooby 
Memorial Park for more than forty years, has been owned and operated by the Community Park for the 
past five years.   

 

 
 
 
 








